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Dana Tai Soon Burgess & Company’s 15th Anniversary Year:

Company Opens Kennedy Center’s 2007-08 Dance Season With World Premiere

Launched as a small local dance troupe in 1992, Washington-based Dana Tai Soon Burgess & Company (www.dtsbco.com) has grown into a critically acclaimed, much-sought-after performance group with national and international recognition. To celebrate the many accomplishments over the past 15 years, DTSB & Co. has planned an unprecedented anniversary season, comprising 15 events at 15 venues in and around DC throughout 2007. Underscoring the company’s commitment to building cultural and ethnic connections, the events are designed to reach a variety of audiences, including children, families, Asian Americans, Latinos, and African Americans. “15 for 15” culminates in the world premiere performance of Chino Latino at the Kennedy Center in a gala performance that opens the Center’s prestigious 2007-08 modern dance season.

“Being an important part of our National Performing Arts Center in this milestone year is a wonderful artistic stamp of approval which few artists ever receive,” says Dana Tai Soon Burgess, the company’s founder and artistic director. 

“Chino Latino is a work that is informed by my upbringing in Santa Fe, New Mexico, as well as by recent company tours to Peru and Ecuador,” says Burgess. “The unique relationship of our Asian and Latin communities throughout the Americas is also an inspiration for this celebratory work.”
Other 15 for 15 highlights include:

· Residencies in schools and community centers for young people throughout the metropolitan D.C. area

· Performance excerpts from DTSB & Co.’s award-winning repertoire, including: Tracings, Khabet, Mandala, Images from the Embers, and Fractures
· Master classes exploring East-West dialogues throughout history

· VIP receptions at stylish downtown locations

· State Department-sponsored international tours and dance residencies in Egypt and India

DTSB & Co. is the only modern dance company in DC rooted in an Asian American aesthetic and has used dance as a creative medium for enhancing social and cultural understanding. The company acts as a cultural ambassador for the U.S. State Department overseas; been commissioned to create work by the Kennedy Center, the Smithsonian Institution, and the Washington Performing Arts Society; and been given the Mayor’s Arts Award for Excellence in an Artistic Discipline.
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