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Choreographer investigales the
in between’ of American identity

By TERESA G. GIONIS

Current Correspondent

anaTa Soon Burgess, the Korean-
D American son of ascholar of

Chinese history, grew up in the mid-
dle of a Hispanic community in Santa Fe,
N.M. With such arich cultural background, it
is no surprise that as a dancer, choreographer
and director, he has spent much of his career
focused on issues of American identity.

“As a choreographer | look at questions
about home and family — and being biracial
has further informed my aesthetic. A lot of
what | do is about that search for aplaceto
cal home, a sense of belonging. When | was
akid, being biracial was a strange place to
be” said Burgess, who is41.

“1t's amazing to me now that we have
Barack Obama as president,” he added.
“Thereis afascinaing in-between place that
exigs here that | think is unique to
Americans”

This “in-between place” was the subject
of hisrecent acclaimed work “Hyphen,”
which explored the experience of being a
hyphenated American — Asian-American,
African-American, and so on.

Burgess first came to Washington to study
dance at George Washington University, and
this year he was named chair of the schoal’s
Department of Theatre and Dance.

He's a'so been running his own troupe,
the Dana Tal Soon Burgess Company, for 17
seasons in Washington. This past Friday at
Dance Place in Brookland, his company pre-
miered “Idand,” another work investigating
issues of identity and culture.

The name refersto Angel 1dand, located
just off the coast of San Francisco closeto
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insulation and energy-efficient appliances.

Alcatraz. From 1910 to 1940, theidand
housed an immigration station that processed
hundreds of thousands of immigrants, large-
ly from China but also from Japan, Russa,
South Asia and Korea. Although some
immigrants were sent quickly on to the
mainland, others, primarily from China,
were held on the isand for months, and
many were deported.

“Abdtractly, it's about immigrants coming
from the motherland to the United States.
But it is also a sad piece — many were
turned away,” said Burgess.

A multimediawork, “Idand” features
images relating to Angel Idand projected on

Bill Petros/The Current
Dana Tai Soon Burgess, above, who was recently named chair of George Washington
University’s Department of Theatre and Dance, pursues questions of identity with his
See Dancer/Page 39 work. Left, dancers rehearse Burgess’ latest piece, “Island,” which premiered last week.

Program urges homeowners to weatherize D.C.

By STEPHANIE KANOWITZ

Current Correspondent

,-\ s the temperatures fal and

you reach to turn up the
thermostat, stop to consider

the chain reaction that smple move

will set off: The heating system

will burn more energy, enlarging

your carbon footprint and your

electric bill.

That's the thought process the
folks behind WeatherizeDC hope to
spark with their campaign to make
Washington the gold standard for
green living.

WestherizeDC is afield pro-
gram of the DC Project, a nonprofit
that two firefighters and four for-

Courtesy of Maria Stenzel  mer Obama campaign Staffers
Resident Sharon Hayes talks with Sam Witherbee, field director of

WeatherizeDC. The program encourages residents to install proper

founded in January of thisyear.
“Our vison isthat D.C. will be
amode green city,” said cregtive

director Kristen Psaki. “We view
weatherization as alinchpin of a
revitalized community. It's one of
those big pillars ... because it'sthe
first step. Weatherizing your home
saves on energy hills, it redly
reduces your carbon footprint but
also creates jobs’ by cresting
demand for green services.

WeatherizeDC kicked off Sept.
12, and the group aims to get 200
homeowners signed up for home
energy audits by March.
Westherizing — which involves
installing proper insulation and
using energy-efficient appliances
— acouple-hundred homes would
save $60,000 to $120,000 in energy
costs and reduce the community’s
carbon output by almost 3,600
tons, Psaki said.

“It's the same thing as taking
600 cars off the road, planting

84,000 trees and reducing our
dependence on over 7,000 barrels
of ail, and most importantly, it cre-
ates up to seven jobs,” she said.

Here's how WesetherizeDC
works: Volunteers go door-to-door
touting the benefits of weatheriza-
tion. Interested homeowners then
atend community meetings to get
more details and sign up for an
audit. WesatherizeDC works with
Access Green, a company based in
Northeast D.C. that assesses
homes, finding energy-sapping
spots and recommending fixes. The
audits cost about $500, but every
group of 10 homeowners who sign
up through WesatherizeDC gets 20
percent off.

The D.C. government also
offers free audits to those who
qudify.

See Weather/Page 39
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SPRING VALLEY
Live Among the Trees
1 & 2 Bedroom Apt Homes

Filled with Sunlight and Charm

Walk to Mass Ave. Public Trans.

Close to Tenley and Friendship
Heights Metro, American U & More
Dishwasher, W/D, hwd floors, yard
(202)244-3811 — www.uippm.com

’ AU / Cathedral Area
Idaho Terrace Apts — 3040 Idaho Ave, NW
RENT SPECIAL
Eff: $950-$1,100
All utilities included. Sec. Dep. $250
Controlled entry system.
Metro bus at front door.
Reserved parking.

Office Hours: M-E, 9-5

202-363-6600

Vista Management Co. @f

Musical Associates

Music Lessons
In Your Home
¢ All Instruments All Levels
* Beginners Welcomed
* Everyone Is Musical
202 298 3200

Moving/Hauling

CONTINENTAL MOVERS

Free 10 boxes
Local-Long Distance ¢ Great Ref's
301-984-5908 « 202 438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

GREAT SCOTT
MOVING

INCORPORATED

Local & Long Distance -+ Pianos

Top-rated Washington Consumer Checkbook
for Superior Performance in Moving.

301-699-2066 » 202-546-8190

J&E Movers
All Jobs, Large & Small

Specializing in small moves DC, MD, VA

301. 248. 4885

Personal Services
. Around Tuit, LLC

Professional Organizing
Organizing your closets,
basement, attic, garage, playroom,
kitchen, home office, and more!
202-489-3660
www.getaroundtuitnow.com

CHERYL'S ORGANIZING CONCEPTS
Home & Small Business Organizing
& paperwork management
Help with home organizing & paperwork management
Experienced - References - Member NAPO
Bonded & Insured - All work confidential
www.CherylsOrganizing.com

301-916-9022

ADOPT KITTENS: “Petunia” (Calico)
and “Petey” (Grey/Blk tabby).
Super-friendly, funny and adorable.
Pair only. Pix. 202-244-0556
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[202] 277-2566

PO Box 25058

Washington, DC 20027 h.‘\..-f*
jule@julespetsitting.com

Dog Boarding
Susan Mcconnell’'s
Loving Pet Care.

* Mid-day Walks ® Home visits
* Personal Attention
202-966-3061

Dogsitter/ Dog Daycare
Personalized daycare and overnight
petsitting in my home. Lots of care,

walks and park time.
Good references.
202-328-8244

LOST LABRADOODLE, beloved pet,
Sun. Oct. 4 from home near Nebraska
Ave and McKinley St. Male neutered,
tan, wire haired and scruffy looking, 75
Ibs., age 10. Green collar with two ra-
bies tags. Reward: 202-680-2164.

LOVING ATTENTIVE care for your
cat(s) & other indoor pets while you
are away. Able to administer insulin for
diabetic cats & comfortable with ad-
ministering some meds. am., pm. &
weekend visits. Will also bring in mail
& water plants if needed. Located in
The Palisades. For rates please call
703-868-3038 or e-mail

catcaresvcs @yahoo.com

Our business is going
to the dogs!
Providing:

@ Midday dog walks @ In-home pet care

@ Overnight visits @ Pet food delivery
@ Cat care too!

202/337-8456

www.puppylovepetsitters.com
Insured & Bonded.
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(zoe ahl’ uh tree) n. 1) the worship of animals.
2) excessive devotion to animals, especially to a pet.

Dog Walking Service * Crate Training
202-547-WALK

Insured
www.zoolatry.com

HAVE A CONSUMER PROBLEM?
FREE mediation available from Con-
sumer Mediation Clinic at George
Washington University Law School.
Law students help resolve disputes
with businesses without going to
court. 202-994-7260.
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etsitting Services, Inc.

Setting the Standard for Excellence in Pet Sitting and Dog Walking Since 1991

- Mid Day Dog Walks
- Kitty Visits
- In-Home Overnight

Pet Sitting and other
Pet Care Services
- Insured and Bonded

Professional Services

Ducks in a Row

The files are a mess

The mail's in a pile so the bills aren't paid

And where DID I store my tango shoes?
Overwhelmed? Shuffling dreaded tasks to the bottom of the list
(again and again and again)? With the tremendous demands on
our time today that's not surprising. Ducks in a Row will put you

on the organizational fast track, at home or in your office.

Order Out ofChaos
is Our Business

For a free estimate and references
call Judi at Ducks in a Row today! 202-543-0517

Senior Care

COMPANION - Jacqueline has 10 yrs
experience with the elderly. She has
excellent local references. She loves
to have conversation with them and al-
ways learns something new. Please
call Jacqueline at 301-437-4585.

DANCER
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the floor beneath the dancers.
Burgess and his team of designers,
including Massachusetts Ingtitute
of Technology director of theater
design Sara Brown, use archiva
footage from the immigration sta-
tion and “greffiti poetry” from the
idand. The poetry isthe product of
inhabitants of the immigration sta-
tion, reflecting their emotions as
their lives were held in limbo.

The musicin “Idand” includes
popular Shanghai tunes from the
1920s, which were familiar to
Burgess because his father played
them while he was growing up.

Burgess credits his designers
and the dancersin his company for
the success of thiswork. Boasting
American, Swiss, Peruvian,
Balivian, Korean, Chinese,
Japanese and Egyptian back-
grounds, many of his dancers have
been with the company for years.

“It isunusud for dancersto stay
with acompany for more than a
couple of years,” said Burgess.
“Some of mine have been here for

10, 11 years. Thisis such a great
group, there is such high retention
here because it functionslike a
family.”

Burgess says he finds dancers
who are not only highly talented,
but also intellectual and respectful
of other cultures. “I am very, very
careful about choosing dancers.
When people are comfortable with
their peers, are listening and aware,
they are more creative and open
with their movement,” he said.

Highly internationd in its reach,
the company has traveled through-
out the world over its 17 years.
Despite dl of thistraveling, and a
childhood so far from the East
Coast, Burgess said he has found a
great deal of stability and success
in Washington.

“D.C. issuch an international
city, and it isso diverse, but is has
astrong regiond and local commu-
nity. Plus there is so much art and
culture here; an artist can redly
have agood quality of life. It was
the perfect place for me to build a

Perhaps, in his adopted city of
Washington, Burgess has found his
place to call home.
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OUTGOING CAREGIVER -loves read-
ing to the elderly, taking them to muse-
ums, shopping, libraries, restaurants.
Please call Nicole at 301-728-2896.

Upholstery
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Custom workroom for
¢ Window Treatments
¢ Bed Treatments ¢ Pillows
and other custom items.
We will work with your fabric
or provide fabric.

Call Mary

202-966-1196

Kk Window
y %' Washers, Etc.

| See Our Ad in the
i tAl Service Directory

202.337.0351
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Yard/Moving/Bazaar

HUGE MULTI-FAMILY sale at Com-
munity of Christ, 3526 Mass. Ave.
NW, Sat. Oct 17 10-2p.m. ltems -
sofa, end tables, lamps, rugs, art
work, collectibles, HH microwaves,
toys, linens, books, cd's, + lunch &

baked goods.

HUGE MULTI-FAMILY Yard Sale.
East Lenox St. in Chevy Chase Vil-
lage, between Connecticut Ave. and
Brookville Rd. Furniture, clothes, sea-
sonal decorations, kids stuff, and
more. Saturday, 10/17 9:00-4:00.

NW SPECIAL CLOTHING SALE!
Saturday October 17 10-2
Select Fall & Winter Clothing!
Also 50% Off Housewares,Gifts,
Glassware,Linens,Lighthouses!
The Shops at Ingleside
3050 Military Rd, NW
202-363-8310 X2017

“We are the organizing nonprof-
it bringing people together, and
then the local, smdll green busi-
nesses are the ones who will actu-
ally do the work, make the energy
assessments and take people
through those next steps,” said Sam
Witherbee, WestherizeDC's field
director. “Our god is ... trying to
utilize those strong personal rela-
tionships that exist within al of our
communities to come together to
talk about these very important
issues” he said.

Ten homeowners have signed
up for audits so far, Witherbee said.
The next community meeting is
tonight at 7 at the 2nd Didtrict
Police Station, 3320 Idaho Ave.

WeatherizeDC piggybacks on
the DC Project’sfirst program, a
citywide coordination that, among
other things, built a green-jobs
training program. The group paired
Federal City Recovery Services, a
drug addiction treatment facility in
D.C., with Green Pathway DC, a
partnership between Goodwill of
Greater Washington and the D.C.
Green Builders Council that offers
a 10-week job-training program in
the fields of sustainable building,
westherization and smart-meter
installation.

“Our role was identifying peo-
ple who were involved in the
organizations and getting them to
Sit a atable together,” Psaki said.

With the unemployment ratein
D.C. reaching 11.1 percent in
August, the DC Project is working
to make sure that the jobs being
created through wesetherization are
going to people who need them
most. “People from every area,
every quadrant are going to be ben-
efiting from the creation of these
new, green, good jobs. The fastest

way to create these jobs is through
investment in wesatherization,”
Psaki said.

Westherization has caught the
eye of more than just the DC
Project’s seven staff members and
100-plus volunteers.

Ward 3 D.C. Council member
Mary Cheh recently proposed the
Responsibility in Weatherization
Emergency Amendment Act of
2009, but withdrew it from the leg-
idative agenda Oct. 6 to work out
more details.

The Didtrict Department of the
Environment offers free home
energy auditsto D.C. residents
with homes of 4,000 square feet or
less. The department also offers
weatherization and appliance
replacement assistance to qualify-
ing low-income residents.

At the federd leve, the
American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 gives
homeowners who make energy-
efficiency home improvements fed-
eral income tax credits of 30 per-
cent of the cost of the measures, or
amaximum of $1,500; thus the
credit appliesto up to $5,000 in
improvements put in service before
Dec. 31, 2010.

These efforts are helpful, but
action starts at the grass-roots level,
sad Maria Stenzel, afreelance
photographer for National
Geographic who held a
WeatherizeDC meeting at her
Pdlisades home last week.

“We read about climate
change in the newspapers and see
news reports about it and see Al
Gore's film, *An Inconvenient
Truth,” and people want to do
something,” she said. “They feel
powerless. This way of doing it
as acommunity is areally power-
ful way for people to feel less out
of control.”

To get involved, visit weather-
izedc.org or call 202-495-1328.



